[A role of prenatal diagnostics in birth defects occurrence in the Czech Republic in 2004].
An analysis of prenatal diagnostics of birth defects in the Czech Republic in 2004 and a comparison to data from 1996 - 2003. A retrospective analysis of data from a Register of Prenatal Diagnostics of the Czech Republic. Data on birth defects in the Czech Republic from particular departments of medical genetics and prenatal diagnostics from 1996 to 2004 time period was used. An analysis of data on prenatal diagnostics of selected type of birth defects was performed. During 1996 to 2004 period, a total of 4,126 prenatally diagnosed and terminated cases were reported. In 2004, 597 cases were reported, which presents 61.1 cases per 10 000 live births. (The mean rate from the total period under the study was 49.8 per 10 000 live births.) Current data on birth defects in a 9-year period in the Czech Republic are presented. The role of prenatal diagnostics in decrease of some severe types of birth defects is underlined.